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The President of the Board welcomed Mr Abdoulaye Wade, President of the Republic of Senegal and

the other Board members.

1. AGENDA OF THE 4™ MEETING OF THE BOARD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2008
1.1 Agenda

At the request of Mr Abdoulaye Wade, President of Senegal, the President of the Board requested the
inclusion of an additional item in the agenda: the resignation of the Executive Secretary of the DSF.
Geneva City Council and Cuba opposed the inclusion of this additional item, citing Article 9 of the DSF
Statutes. The representatives of Nigeria and Tanzania requested permission to speak, but permission

was not granted.

The President of the Board put this proposal to the vote and a majority voted in favour of adding this

item to the agenda.
1.2 Minutes of the 3™ meeting of the Board of 6 November 2007

The President went through the minutes of the 3" meeting of the Foundation Board of 6 November

2007. The minutes were approved without amendment.
1.3 General policy

The President of the Board presented the activities of DSF since his election, highlighting the
achievements made, particularly the launch of the health and education programmes, and reiterated

the main conclusions of the Lyon Conference (for more information, see the Lyon Declaration).

2. RESIGNATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE DSF

The President of the Board immediately gave the floor to Mr Abdoulaye Wade, President of Senegal,
who explained his criticisms of the Executive Secretary of the DSF and requested his immediate
resignation. This request was made despite the fact that the Executive Secretary had already

announced his intention to retire on an unconfirmed date in the first half of 2009.

All the grievances stated by Mr Abdoulaye Wade were denied by the representative of Geneva City
Council, who supported his defence of the Executive Secretary with the official data and documents

presented by the DSF Secretariat.
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In view of these developments, the President of the Board proposed that the meeting be adjourned for
15 minutes. When the meeting resumed, the President of the Board gave the floor to Mr Abdoulaye

Wade, who announced the agreement of the Executive Secretary to retire on 31 March 2009.

3. ACTIVITY REPORT 2007-2008

Once again, the President of the Board gave the floor to Mr Abdoulaye Wade, who fiercely criticised
the actions of the DSF, including the promotion of its innovative financing mechanism (the 1% digital

solidarity contribution).

Among the criticisms that he levelled at the Executive Secretary, he mentioned that Mr Alain Clerc
pays a monthly salary of €17,000 to one of his members of staff. The President of the Board implicitly
supported the position of Mr Abdoulaye Wade and did not allow the Executive Secretary to refute this

erroneous allegation.

At the invitation of the President of the Board, the Executive Secretary did nonetheless take the floor
to present the DSF Activity Report for the 2007-2008 period. However, the President interrupted the
Executive Secretary and declared the Activity Report adopted, before it had been fully explained to the

Board members.

4, OPERATIONS AND PROJECTS 2007-2008

The President of the Board handed over to Mr Abdoulaye Wade, who criticised the operations and
projects of the DSF. He accused the DSF Secretariat of having undertaken no projects on the ground.
The Vice President of the DSF attested to the implementation of the DSF pilot projects, which she was

personally involved in evaluating.

5. 2007 ACCOUNTS AND 2008 BUDGET

The Executive Secretary and accountant of the DSF presented the accounts for the 2007 financial
year and the draft budget for 2008.

The President of the Board gave the floor to Mr Abdoulaye Wade, who criticised the financial
management of the DSF Secretariat, without allowing the Secretary to explain himself. Nonetheless,
the President of the Board proposed that the 2007 accounts and 2008 budget be adopted. The Board
approved the 2007 accounts and 2008 budget.
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6. DECISION TO HOLD AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE FOUNDATION BOARD

Due to the tensions caused by the comments of Mr Abdoulaye Wade, the other points on the agenda

were not covered and it was proposed that an extraordinary session of the Foundation Board be

convened.

7. DATE OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE FOUNDATION BOARD

At the invitation of Ms Diarra Mariam Flantié Diallo, Minister of Communication and New Technologies

of Mali, the DSF Foundation Board decided to hold its extraordinary meeting on 27 January 2009, in

Bamako.
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