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REPORT

The special session was chaired by H.E. Mr. Olusegun Obasanjo, President of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, President of the African Union, and by Mr. Guy-Olivier Segond, President of the Global
Digital Solidarity Fund. The other participants to the High-Level Panel were:

 H.E. Mr. Abdoulaye Wade, President of the Republic of Senegal, President of the
Committee on Infrastructures and Information Technologies of the NEPAD, Founding Father
of the DSF

 H.E. Ms. Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, First Lady of the Dominican Republic
 H.E. Mr. Alpha Oumar Konaré, President of the Commission of the African Union
 Mr. Charles-Henri Malecot, Director of International Relations, Spokesperson for Gérard

Collomb, Senator-Mayor of the City of Lyon
 Mr. Manuel Tornare , Mayor of the City of Geneva
 Mr. Amadou Top, Vice-President of the DSF
 Dr. Dennis Israelski, AIDSETI Medical Director, Stanford University, USA
 Dr. Line Kleinebreil, HOPES project Coordinator, Georges Pompidou Hospital, France
 Prof. Cheik Modibo Diarra, Founder of the World Francophone e-University (UNFM),

Nairobi, Kenya

1. President Guy-Olivier Segond welcomed H.E. President Obasanjo and H.E. President Wade, as
well as the High-Level Panel participants and other distinguished guests to the DSF special
session. He briefly reviewed the progress made by the DSF since its inauguration in March
2005 and informed participants that the session was aimed at presenting the first pilot projects
launched by the Fund.

2. President Olusegun Obasanjo reminded the audience the Millennium +5 Summit decision which
“welcomed the establishment of the Digital Solidarity Fund and encourage voluntary
contributions to its financing.” He reaffirmed his support to the DSF and announced his offer to
host the African Regional Office of the DSF in Abuja. He argued that Africa needs the DSF
Regional Office because of her peculiar disadvantage in the digital Revolution. The Regional
Office will help mobilise support and resources as well as monitor project implementation in
Africa. He welcomed the pilot projects already implemented in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, Burkina
Faso and Burundi. He noted that he was confident that the DSF will be a catalyst and make
significant contributions to achieve the goals and objectives of the WSIS process.

3. H.E. Mr. Abdoulaye Wade, President of the Republic of Senegal, President of the Committee on
Infrastructures and Information Technologies of the NEPAD, Founding Father of the DSF,
thanked all those who have supported the Fund to make his vision a reality. He especially
thanked President Obasanjo for his offer to host the African Regional Office in Abuja. He
acknowledged that the DSF projects are already making significant impact and gaining
international acceptance even from those who were initially sceptical. In this special session, he
would listen to reactions and suggestions to the concept of the DSF, which is dramatically
different from the old approaches to development. The DSF will provide exceptional opportunity
for Africa to be included in the emerging knowledge society.

4. H.E. Ms. Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, First Lady of the Dominican Republic conveyed
President Leonel Fernández support and total commitment to the cause of the DSF. She
informed the audience that Latin American countries agreed to hold a meeting on the DSF in
Santo Domingo, in June 2006. This decision was based on a proposal made by President
Fernández during the Summit of the Americas recently held in Argentina.

5. Mr. Charles-Henri Malecot, Director of International Relations, Spokesperson for Gérard
Collomb, Senator-Mayor of the City of Lyon recalled that the City of Lyon conveyed the following
3 messages to the international community at the WSIS Geneva phase:
 cities and local authorities have a major role to play in the information society;
 cities and local authorities do implement concrete projects to improve citizens’ quality of life;



2

2

 cities and local authorities work in partnership with States, private sector and civil society to
build a fair and equitable information society where all sectors share in their know-how and
different perspectives.

He announced that the City of Lyon has set up the “World Agency for Digital Solidarity” to
mobilise technical support for DSF projects on the ground. He indicated the willingness of many
local authorities in France to implement the “Geneva Principle” of the DSF. This would however
require a change in the legal system in order to introduce a digital solidarity clause referring to
public markets bidding regulations in the field of ICTs. In this regards, the City of Lyon has
decided to submit to the French Parliament a proposal to amend the relevant laws to enable
local authorities to implement the “Geneva Principle”. Finally, the City of Lyon will host an
international donor conference in October 2006, to mobilise sustained financial support to the
DSF, including through the implementation of the Geneva Principle and the fiscal exemption of
all private contributions.

6. Mr. Manuel Tornare, Mayor of the City of Geneva, commended the DSF for being able, within its
short lifetime, to show tangible achievements in the field. This confirms that the DSF Founding
Members were right to fully commit to the cause, and the DSF success today is worth more than
any declaration. He called for support for the implementation of the “Geneva Principle”, which is
already being applied by the City of Geneva. He hoped that at the Lyon Conference next year,
stakeholders will make commitments for sustained funding to the DSF.

7. A short film introducing the DSF actions in Africa was presented. The film showed the DSF first
community-based projects carried out in collaboration with AIDSETI, a network of NGOs
promoting access to HIV/AIDS treatment. The DSF is financing Internet access for local African
communities facing the challenges of HIV/AIDS. Four community structures in Burkina Faso and
three in Burundi have been selected as pilot sites. In addition, the DSF supports a distance
education programme (HOPES) targeting local healthcare centres personnel. This latter project
is being implemented in the capitals of Burkina Faso and Mali - before being extended to nine
other African capitals.

8. Direct connection via satellite was established between the High-Level Panel and the DSF
AIDSETI projects in Burundi and Burkina Faso. The video-conferences with Burundi and
Burkina Faso allowed direct dialogue between health workers in the field and Presidents Wade
and Obasanjo.

9. H.E. Mr. Alpha Oumar Konaré, reaffirmed his total commitment to the ideas that led to the
establishment of the DSF. He recalled that the WSIS process and the digital solidarity concept
were based on the results of the Bamako 2000 Conference on ICTs for African development. He
commended Nigeria’s initiative to host the DSF African Regional Office in Abuja. He expressed
his appreciation at the DSF actions on the ground and emphasised the importance of tele-
education and tele-medicine in Africa. He called on all African countries to implement the
“Geneva Principle” and take a decision on this issue at the next AU Summit in Khartoum. He
therefore requested Presidents Obasanjo and Wade to put the DSF on the agenda of the next
AU Summit in Khartoum.

10. Dr. Dennis Israelski, AIDSETI Medical Director, Stanford University, presented the challenges of
fighting HIV/AIDS in Africa.

11 . Dr. Line Kleinebreil, Coordinator of the HOPES project, Georges Pompidou Hospital, presented
the realisations of the African partners and invited her colleagues from Burkina Faso and Mali to
present the tele-education applications implemented in their respective countries.

12. Prof. Cheik Modibo Diarra, Founder of the World Francophone e-University (UNFM) committed
to participate concretely in carrying out the DSF projects on the ground, including through a
partnership with the World Francophone e-University (UNFM), which is Africa’s centre of
excellence in the field of the information society.

13. President Guy-Olivier Segond closed the special session thanking all participants for their
continued commitment to the DSF. He strongly appealed to all Governments, local authorities
and businesses worldwide to take concrete steps to join the Fund and implement the “Geneva
Principle”.




